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O ſpare time for the longer 1 
application of theſe words N 
ta a iy that calls us here — 
7 |  topether; I ſhall at preſent'i | 
1 Context, and the firſt Oceaſion of 8 
3 them; and ſuitable to the good Woth _ 
3 degun (which God Almigiity pro- 


. 
- . 3 
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I per) Fle Diſcourſe in this plain Me- - 


' 4 irſt, That there i 7s often Had, © 4 
S Re Cauſe, and that is to be cor 
3 Ta demn d aud avoided : In the forego- 1 9 
2 | þy _ they zealouſly affe# you; we 1 
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2 _ Secomdly, There i isa Zeal in a.ju 


1 5 worthy | to be prattiſed. It is 

| good to be nealoufy Weed? in a good 
mn „„ 

. CY 1. 12 


cb Th That a mm n which you 
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d, che Keforthation 
5 YU goes Wes, und it 
is good for you to be 22alvfly d in 
it ; even e, affected, alvey in 


"rigor rb g. 113 9160) C "1 
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"Feat is"a Mlixt fetklon of Robe 
A Hilger, working into a fer very 
of Mind, in defence of what We 
believe to be true And 0 


diz wor in 
-oppoftvorto w Hat we judge to be falle 
and bad z whether m matrers of Gyi- 


an r df Practsww. 80 that ür 


own Opinion muſt be Right, and dur 
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3 zel is all ee 


Nr 
Vet ulals! It ith fte 
wie chris Puſſien has — my 


ehe miſtaken Cauſe. M 


to violent Practifes. Decivers have 
—k— -. majority of Proſelytes: 
And 
am the number of his Martyrs. _ 
The word Zeal in Holy Scriptute, 
has not al way a g 


this Epiſtte, tis put month the works 


*fittnity* of tte, N 
"Fleſh and Blood. "Now "the 


be Fleſh ure mavife$t., Arg . , 
Adultery, Fornicition, aud ſo on; 


*then Karree val innce, Zia, whith 


e "render Frmlativms, "Wrath, . Strife, 


** Acgenerttes aue Faden I = 9 10 
dell, has inchind "to the = bf 
have there been to ill Principles, -anU 251 


perhaps the Devil has 'exceettett 


od Character ; It 
des more ôften imply“ ſome offence 
4nd crime. In the '5th Chapter of 


the Fleſh becauſe tis often — 


"Seditions, and ſuch like tranſports of : 
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an d Paſſion. St. James in 
the third of bis Ep. 14. menti- 
ons a NN er, literally a Bitter 
Zeal. And St. Paul to the Romans 
10. 2. ſpeaks of a Zeal. that it not 
"according to Knowledge; where folly 
creates the greater Affurance : and 
Blindneſs makes the bolder "Crea- 
tures. S 
So great an inflaence has the Devil 


had on the corrupt | inclinations of 


Mankind, as to chafe em with his 


own Flames and to make their Hearts 


and Tongues burn moſt, when they 


1 are ſet on fire of Hell. 


Hence ſo many deluded Souls have 3 


been moſt forward in the wrong 
Path: and the unjuſt Cauſe has been 
moſt eagerly purſued. 


Could the Women of Iſrael have 


been ſo liberal of their choiceſt Jew- 


els, if it had not been to make up a 
Salden Calf? Could the Parents 


1 old have been ſo unnatural, as to 
have Pg their poor Children . 


was not this: Ointment: ſold for thres 
hundred pence, and given tothe Poor z 


0 it, he would betray bis ow 
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the Fire; if it had not been to ſerve 5 
a Moloch, a curſed Idols?e? 


Would the Prieſts in Abab'sCourt 


hind cried ſo loud, and cut themſelves 


with Knives and  Lances, till "the 
Blood guſhed out; if they had not 
ſacrifced to Baal, to a God that was 
no God, but a Monſter? Thus Jehu 
drove moſt furiouſly, when it was to 
the urder of his Meter: And when 
he had accompliſht the deſtruction 


of a Royal Family, then did he 


boaſt and ſay, Come with me and ſee 


my Zeal for the Lord, 2 K. 10; 16. 


Judas himſelf. was a Zealot for 
Charity, when he. murmured at the 
expence of Mary, and ſaid, Why 


Not that he cared for the: Poor; but 
he bore the Bag, and for ber act 


Maſter. 99 
St. Paul, as he confeſſes; Was L648 
1 foward God, when he perſecuted 


ons _ of Chriſtianity unto death. 
And 


35 ————— eat 
rit of Zeal, as ſhould; drive Men u? 
. r 10 
41 3 — 5 Cents hers: Gas 
the diſmal effects of a furious miſ. 
guided Zeal,” to trace the footſteps of 
| ran own Natian, through Duſt 
and Blond to trace the foatſteps of it, 
Would be a tedrous and ſorjowfut 
Porſuit. 8 yi 
Remember only ee ede which , 
is given of thoſe raſh and fiery Spirits 
among the Jews. They had a Sect or 
diſti — © were called 
Zealore. who valued themſel ves upon 
hot and haſty demper; who hated 
. hing ſo much, as Mercy and 
4 — Bar who as the xine 
— wer were alway calling for 
fre from Heaven to — all that 
oppos d them. Their own Hiſto- 
rian tells us, how often they run the 
diſtracted City into uproats:and ſedi- 
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of diſorder and Confuſion: An un- 
happy Se&, that by feuds and fury 


haſtned the ruin of their eſtabliſh'd -. 


Laws and Religion ; and drew in the 
Romans to come and deſtroy thatChureh = 


Let this in ſhort remind you, that 
there is often a Zeal in an ill Cauſe, 


and that is to be condemm dd and 


avoided. 


But becauſe ſome have only the \ 


form of godlineſs, we muſt not there - 


fore caſt away nor deny the Power 


thereof. Becauſe ſome have been 


ſhameful Hypocrites, muſt we there- 
fore be openly Profane > That many 
are . cheated by counterfeit Stozes, 
ought not to put a leſs value upon 
true Fewels, Nor ought we the leſs 
to admire the beauteous Lights of 
Heaven ; though there be ſome falſe 


Meteors, and ſome falling Stars. 1 


. 
” 
* « % * 
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= 
# 
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ve mi ght a3 well i all Cha- — 


rity, . Judas once pretended to 


it. - Nay ye might as well Hate all In- 
nocence and Holy neſs, becauſe Sa- 


tan could be transfor. med into an An- 


_ of Light. 
Not A falſe 45 fatal zeal in er- 


ror and miſtake, ſhould be fo far from 


making zeal. aſham'd in a juſt and 
righteous cauſe ; that it ſhould excite 


and ſhould inflame that pious Zeal. 
Shall God be forgotten, when Altars 


are raiſed to the very Devil > Shall 
the Valley of Hinnom ſmoke with 
Sacrifice, and yet no Offering upon 


Sollicitors, and Vertne want an Ad- 


vocate ? Shall the Factors of Hell 
and Damnation triumph, and will 
no one ſtand up for 928 5 and the 
Lord of Hoſts F: 5 5 


Nay but t * e e there 


* 4 2 eal in 12 and juſtice, which is 
Laudla- 


1 


? 


Soul, a labour of Love. 


Wen we addreſs to chat our hogs 
venly Father, we muſt not let a neg- 


for e MANNERS. - 9 
Laudable aud worthy to be Pratt 5 ; 


Fur it is good to be all e in 


n 


Such a Zeal i is 2 vigorous 420 hear Y 
& Courage in the diſcharge 


of our 
conſcientious Duty toward God and 


toward Man. This alone is to be in 
earneſt witch Religion; this the 


proper Teft ws ſincere Profeſſors. 


For no one Rel 
mixture of this devout Heckion. N 


If we breads any Geo it 


8 muſt not be with indifference and 


a languiſhing coolneſs ; but it muſt 
be with all the Powers of our Heart 
and Mind; it muſt be a work, of the 


2 
7 


ligence pull back our Petitions; but 
the * Prayers muſt be fervent, 
| > and 


Office can be - 
rightly perform d — 4 a due 


10 4 ene 1 the ths, 


and ſo ſhall they be efe&ual. So out 
Faith muſt not - dull and unactive; 
but muſt have vertue added to it, 
muſt be ſhewn by its works. So our 
Charity muſt not be grudging as of ne- 
ceſſzty, but muſt av moo to God's 


love the cheerful giver. o Nhe en- 
gagements in the work of 


per, now Heat and then Cold; but 
muſt keep in ſuch a regular courſe of 


warmth and vigour, as the Spirits can > 
alway ſupport and feed, . 


And ſo in every part of our Chri- 5 
tian Converſation; this tempring all 
with Zeal and readineſs of Mind is 


what makes it acceptable aud well plea- 


[7 "g unto. God. 


It is this vertue that Solomon recom- . 
mends, Eccleſ. 9. 10. Mhatſoeuer 
thy band Hudeth to do, do it with thy 


Might, i. e. Be not ſlack and 3 


rous, nor ſay with the Coward, there 
„ a Lion in the way: But ſhew a 
Heart 


eforma- 
tian mult not be the fits of a diſtem- 


for Reformation if MANNERS. 11 
Heart as good as your Cauſe 3 ac 
being aſſur d of the juſtice on "your 
fide, Proſecute wich Induftry and 
Reſolution. This makes the Man of 
Underſtanding of an excellent "Fr 
vit. ERS * 


3 


A Zeal of courage d perſeverance; 
juſtly grounded and diſcreetly 
manag'd, has the greateſt of exam- 
les to enforce it. The meekneſs of 
oſes did not reſiſt theImpreſſion of 
this Duty; but when deſcending from 
the Mount, he faw the Calf and the 
Dancing 5 then the mild and patient 
Mofes had his Anger waxing hot, and 
he caſt the Tables out of his Hands, 
and brake them beneath the Mount. 
Idolatry moved the Spirit within 
him, and God's honour proſtituted 
was his pious Indignation. $10; 


With what forwardneſs and warm 
Affection did Phinehas execute Judg- 
ment to make the Plague ceaſe ? For 
this how honourably did the n 


| ; 


away from the Children 


f while he was zealous far my ſaky among 
them. And the reward was promis'd 


Apoſtles to purchaſe their great ſvld- 
meſs inthe Faith, that incited n i 
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"3 Heaven Earth commend 
him? Nymb. = 11. Phinehas the 
Sor of Eleazar hath turned my. wrath 
of Irgel, 


him on this account, becauſe he was 


zealous for his God. : 
It was this that ales the 


ſpeak fo freely before the Judgment 


Sets, and appeal to the Magiſtrates 


far them to judge, whether at was 
not meet to Py God richer 4 . 
Mao. 5 


And wich ſuch animating. neal 
their Captain of Salvation led them. 


The Holy Jeſus, though for meekneſs 


and innocence he was the Lamb of 
Ged, yet for magnanimity, he was 
a Lion 3 the Tribe of Judah. He 
reprov'd his Diſciples, and rebukt 
his Enemies: And when he ſaw his 
Bf 5 Father's 


1 of MANNERS. 13 „ 
Fathers Honſe of Prayer turned into a I 
Der of I. _— he chaſtis d the pro 

fane Sinners, and juſtified himfelf on 

this holy — The zeal of mY 

_—_ hath eaten me up. 


| Theſe glorious examples may ye 
follow, as far as ye have legal com- YM 
miſſion for it. And indeed your 1 
Poſt of Honour is not to go beyond 1 

the Laws, but to come up to them; 

, or rather to bring the Laws up to 

their own Inſtitution, and turn the 
Letter into Spirit, and give to the 
Body of our Statutes Life and Mo- 


l am now fal ing into the laſt par- 
ticular of thisDiſcourſe hat third- 
ly propos d to mew. 


That 1 in which. ye are now s 
engag d, the Reformation of Ani, 1 
7 a good thing; and it is good for s 
to be zealouſly ected in it, even zea- 
loufly affett ed alway in this * thing. 
What 
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© ASermon before the Societies, 

; 1 * a miſerable. Nation ſhould we 
be, if we were left to one anothers 
My and Honeſty! If our Lives and 
Eſtates were all at will and pleaſure 
of thoſe who had ſtrength or art to 
take them from us!If we had no Laws 
to defend us from one another ! In 
ſuch a licentious ſtate, this City 
would be Babel, all confuſi ion; this 
Kingdom would be dceldams, cone 
x ield of Wood: 


11 is God's mercy, and our ant 
ſecurity, that we are under Laws and 
Government; under a King as Su- 
preme, and Magiſtrates ſent or com- 
miſſion d by him. By the nature of 
their Office, and the Rules of our 
Religion, theſe Chriſtian Magiſtrates 
are not to bear theò mord in vain ʒ they 
are to be a Terror to evil doers, and 
in being ſo, they are a praiſe and 
encouragement to them that do 


Criminals by. 


— 4 
* 
* 


2s fully ſet in them to do evil. . 10 ſtop 
the Penalty does annul the Proll | 
bition; and diſpenſes with the Law, 


for Reformation of MANNERS. 3 
Criminals are the. Offenders who 
break our Laws, and not to bannen 


thoſe Offenders, is as much a bre 
of the ſame Laws. Indeed to ſuffer 


Sin to go unpuniſbt, is to be Partaker 
ol it; nay is to be the Promoter and 
| the Patron of i it. SN 467 


For nothing encourages I Law brea: 


kers but connivence and impunity: 
This propagates the crime, and mul- 
tiplies the Guilty. Here comes in 


the obſervation of Salomon, Eccleſ. 


8. 11. Becauſe ſentence againſt - an 


evil work is not executed, Jpe edily 8 
therefore, the heart of the Sons q of Mes 


without ſo much as a Ae ud Pow- 
er for it. | 


But we 25 conſis, where ba- 8 
mane Intereſt or Honour move, Men 
are forward enough to take refuge in 


the Laws; and proſecute any Ag- 
C grefſor | 


* * „ 
2 {EY 
© +3 ht. © 
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greſſor of rheir dear ſelf, to Fines 
to Impriſonment, to Beth it elt 
This they can think ſelf defence 


and preſervation of their own : But 


where God alone is injur'd, there be 
few to plead for him, few to take his 
_ cauſe in hand; as if our Laws were 


made only to maintain Property, not at 


all to keep up — 


But the more generous and noble 


office is it, without Reward, without 
Revenge, to promote andcarry on the 


execution of our wholſom Laws 


againſt all Vice and Wicked neſs, 
- againſt all Immorality and - Pro- 
faneneſs. | 


Even Strangers ive confeſt, we 
have the beſt Laws in the world; do 


not let Strangers complain, "that 
we have the worlt Execution of 
them. e 
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'To retrieve the honour af 4 our Na- : 
tion, to ſecure our own Happineſs, 
to reform a wicked Age, to make 
Poſterity better, Oh! this is a good 


thing, and it were good to be ak 


way ab ectell in 2 


Ti is true, Objeftions will be mird, 5 
and Difficulties muſt be bore. No- 


thing great or good was ever done 


without an Oppoſition, for the truer 


exerciſe of Courage, and tomake the 
Victory meritorious. 1 . 


Their common ObjeAions deter 


not the mention, Bae only to re- 


move the Prejudice of Stran- 
Sers. 5 | 618 


Firſt, then they objeſt 150 the 
falling into voluntary Societies, for a 
work of this nature. They would 
repreſent this to de a 2 
Combination, or a projected Con- 


federacy of Men; ; that under the ad- 


GC 2 van⸗- 5 


—ͤ—hů . ̃ — —— — 


: 


1 e fore the Soolottes; 2; 
vantages of Correſpondence and Uni- 
— 8 may threaten a diſturbance to 
Church and State. This may ſerve 
for a4 ſuggeſtion of Jealouſy, but by 
no means for an Argument of Rea- 
| I, - fon. Grant the ex of Reformation 
45 3 and i'm ſure there is no 
1 againſt this means of it. 
Are not humbers and united ſtrength 
s, the moſt effectual way of midtaghng 
> alt ſecular Affairs ? were not your 
Corporations and your Companies 
3 erected upon this Principle of com- 
mon Intereſt ? And may not Gods 


PR 


= Honour, as well as the profit of Man- 

uad, de fairly 1 by the! ike 
+. uniting Meaſures? ene 

| Alas The en * a 


wicked world, was a Work too hard 

i for Sue Perſons wo accompliſh, or 

; even te attempt. Impiety was 
e a Monſter for any 


3 — Firm 

Aliances and ſtrong Confederacy were 
13 : 2 2 needful tõ * een che the affected 

tw Ayer payee — wy as * as 
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4 = of God, that Men * 1 
Honour and Conſcience fell ioto a 
Hapßy underſtanding, and Join 4 5 i 
Hearts and Hangs to e tie ex b. 5 2-2 
bitant Power of Satan, and. t He „5 
ſtore the OE Peace and Safety, © 55 
| Mankind. on On 
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It was time, my Brethren, to unite” — 
for the preſerva on of Virtue = 4 
| Religion jen Atheilts and Libet- ä 
tines had long before united, to c. 
ry on the curſed Trade of Vice 40 : 
Profaneſs. When they had their. - 
pen Affignations, and their publick 
Meetings : When they dividedthem- 
 felvesi into daring Clubs,” and deſpe- 
rate Cabals: Gebal, An Aminah, and 
ee, and many a notorious Crew 
conſulted together with one conſent, 
1 and 
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and were confederate againſt the 


Py * 


Church of God. And when H 


ſo ois d in Hand to do wickedneſs, 


pedition. 


was it not a ſeaſon for good Men to 
agree.that ſuch-wretches might not go 
unpuniſnte 2 


| k My Brethren, Divine Wiſdom did 
direct you, and Divine Favour ſhall 


aſſiſt you. Your voluntary Societies 
to ſuppreſs Vice and Immorality raiſe 
not the Jealouſie of your Governours, 


they are wiſer and better ; they only 
_ raiſe the envy of the Wicked, and the 


fury of Hell. The Devils and their 
earthly Fiends do know, that you 
have now an Army of Chriſtians to 


engage their Spiritual Powers: That 
vou have now ſome for Conſult, ſome 
for Action; here to order, there to exe- 


cute; ſome to help bear the Expence, 
and others the Fatigue; with all proſj- 
pect of Succeſs to your glorious Ex- 


2 | x , * 
* 
| | | | Ti ; | 
„ 5 118 
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. 
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Peace. 
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h Well KOI th Tnfane : 
Christianity lay under thisvery charge 
of being one of the Combinations © 


and Societies without Law, and therę- 


fore dangerous to the Roman State: 


But this very HeathenState was ſenſi- 
ble, that ſuch kind of ' Societies were 


harmleſs and inoffenſive. NoPlot nor 
FaCtion 1 in them;but they were indeed 


_ ſerviceable to the greateſt end ot 


civil Government, 92 Juſtice and h 


* 


A Second Objedtion,. my Brechinda, 


5 that I mention only to ſhew the weak- Jo 
neſs of it, is that of” a Tragmatiedl CHE 


9 8085 en e, OUR. 


* 
＋ ff % @ 
WY. 
< 


To be thus asse FR moleſt- 5 


ing others ( ſay the Perſons ſo ag- 
-griev'd) is to be buſie Bodies, Spies, 
Intruders, delighting to meddle with 


other Men's matters. Let them ſtudy 
(fay the Sinners) to be quiet, and to 


5 ao their own buſineſs © Let them look 


ar 


- WI. + 


9 3h ues + 
wy 2 


FF e - ASmmonbefre the e, 
4 25 and govern well their ow# 
Houſe, and more wed Torn 


Lee. 


5 Why yes! All this 1 * th | 

Ao, or you have me confeſſing that 
they do. amiſs. It is an abominable 
medley of Erefaneneſs and Hypocri- 
ſie, to jndujge Vice in our own Ba- 
are, and Pops to bs it ourthe Backs of 
eee 25 


But the reals in contempt 
their Enemies call 'em) are I believe 
clear from this Guilt; though tis 
Impoſſible for them to eſcape this Cen- 
ſure. Let their, characters be better 
+... known let Guilt and Envy ſearch in- 
to them: They'l find Men of Ho- 
nour and Integrity; Men of Conſci- 
ence and Devotion; Men of. Zeal 
and Diſcretion with it 3 Men of pub- 
leck Spirit, that propoſe doing good, 
. e wy for the Ew af 
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pf a Family the ſubje& of their talk- 


| thoſe who call evil good, and go 
evil. Bnt the propriety of wordsand 


* Js 
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and Pragmaticdl Humour? It may by 


4 
. 


"Maſt this be called Impertinence, 5 | 


things has another ſenſe of Progma- 
+ | - ITN e 


if in a private Station, they were 


fond of Politicks, and Jov'd to ex- 
 erciſe themſelves in things too high fat 
| them, this would be Pragmatical; 
| becauſe out of their Sphere, or be- 
yond. their Line of Motion: Or if 
they were ptying into the retirement 
of a Neighbour, to make the ſecrets 


ing; This would be Pragmatical, and 1 
a Fate branch of umz Society: breath = 
Nay, if they were ovet-officioas to - _ 
ſerve a Friend, forward to intrude, and 
ſollicitous to faſten, offering ad im- i 
portuning, till they are a wearizeſs to = 
ro0d Nature it ſelf; this tao is +» 2 
Pragmatical thing, and makes up the 
Fool that will be alway medling. 
ND. 5 But 


* W 
„ 4 4 
888 4. * 


5 , 


Fs 


= # Vela, 1 fee the Noris. 
f But tareiy, * We Berſons are LY 


curious to dive into NY '[teries of. 


State: IH, eben ſuffer : hidden ; 5 


things to belong unto. Ty Mie; anc 
follow he Revealed Will (ie 
call it) of on Governours ; and 


aſſiſt them in -uting their open 
and dec] Clare' | 122g and Com- 
man 47 is not Prag zatical 


x7 klumour; this is Aol Su jet. 


ON. Sy 0 
; M g 63 #5 4 13 es 14 
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in upon private amilj es, nor trou- 


ble t 7 llelves. with" t e Domeſtick | 


Afi their Leide ur ; but have 75 
an Eye. only to:t 5 9 Life, © 

to t Do onverſation abroad, that 
they may, not Oe Infettion, Abd 
give à P ublick Scan al. This is is. not 


to be Progmatical: ; this is to do good 


in their Generation, and. to labour mt. 
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. ought not. 
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i gory Predervec 
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[et me fay, It} is he want a: being 
ſo well i ploy d that makes omen T 
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Subject: Slander, andSedition 115 


the vacant Soul: The Devil recam- 
mends his Work to them 10 have 8 


Leiſure for it. Not ot only 100 be the 


; 77 % but 1 , ale, 


odies, 6 hin things... 1 bic they | 
Te Del eve 0 85 ho- 


r ain q the Prog tic, 1 


as really re 
Genius of this latter Age.Your Min — ö 


Affzir: ou  Froſecute this 
11570 Mer: J. 0 axe no 1 
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26 by Sermon before the Societies, 
tion, when you have no ſhadow of 
the Guilt ; Forgive them and Re- 


Joyce. So perhaps the Scribes and 


thePhariſees were murmuring at your 


Bleſſed Lord, when he only went 


about doing good, and made it his 
Meat and his Drink to do bis Father: 


Will. OY» 
But Thirdly, They have another 


8 


| rage this good Work ; and that is, by 


Caſting am Odium upon the Name of 


Reproach and Scandal. 


Informers are thoſe who acquaint 


the Magiſtrates with the breach of 
Laws, and give in evidence of ſuch 
and ſuch Offenders. And if this be 


it ſelf an Offence, then Laws and Ma- 
giſtrates themſelves are a Cipher, if 


not worſe. For no Exgliſh Law can 


be exexecuted without ſuch judicial 
Proof: And no Ezgliſh Magiſtrate can 
judge, byt upon ſuch legal Teſtimony, 
F 


way of abuſing a Word, to diſcou- 


bprougght before him. Now to make 
E!vidence odious, is indeed the ſhorty 

eſt way of repealing all ourstatutes, 
bol depoſing all our Magiſtrates ; of 
oY Ns Iniquity by a Lam; for 
dy Impunity it would be ſo Efta- 


Shall this Notion be pleaded in 
[+ our Courts of Juſtice > Shall the 
Witneſſes be ſet among the Criminals 2 
And ſhall the Judge reprove them 
and condemn them both alike ? Ne- 
ver till our Lawsare only the voice of 
Arbitrary Power! Never while our 
happy Conſtitution holds, and Courts 
proceed according to Allegations and 
Proofs! If Jnforming then, or gi- 
ving Evidence be the very livin 
Sͤoulof Juſtice, and that alone which 
muſt inſpirit all our Laws, ſhall the 
thing it (elf be abſolutely needful, and 
yet the Name of the thing be re- 
proachful? FFF 


"4A. 


No! 
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Ve! the Name holds creditable' 
man) cafes. He that will inform 0 in 
cheRobbery of your Perſon, or of 
the Murder of 'your Friend, or of a 
tighter Treſpaſs, againſt your civil 
Right and Property ; to him your 

thanks and ſomewhat more is due e x 


: Barkdthes u pon M0 £70 pity 0 


Partial? oly becauſe you ate ten- 
der 755 your! elf, 1 0 little, con- 
eri your Nee; but are 


\& & F Aa 


rey den AS to ay BY 
Freatour. e 5 wit „ 


= | et che bg quity 0 the che 
955 Fee 171 0 ſtronger on this 


er fie. Tou h aye pawer to con- 


hear a Treſpaſs to xour ſelf; but 
you Have 10 12 55 to 


otgive the In- 
juries done to God. it Jou forbear 


or ſuppreſs, an Information againſt 


Jr offending Brother, where tis 
entirly 
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etititely your omn coticern; it fta 


be generoſity and gobdiels of $ pifit 
But if you tithe 4 ſatiifaitiort the to 
God's Honour, atid allow the Sitt⸗ 
ner to Triump 15 on; tllere you be. 


tray the Die Cafe, ard as much 
as in ybu lies, you balely NA Ode 
the Gates of Heaven.” Agaiti, when 
JOu inform for yout IF or you 

eighbotir, you ſerve an Intereſt an 


a tufn; and verily you have youk 


Reward : But when 80 inform fot 


the ſake of God, and for the Javing 


Souls : This is on a noble motive; ona 


55 Principle of Conſcience, and on, * 


e of Eternity. - 
1 2 1 or me 's ys might be often odious in 
this dom, when they were put 
upon 10% and lervile Ends, of 
when they drove furiouſly in the 
ways of P 


ſet up to diſcover Fines and Forfei- 
tures to the Crown, then an Infor- 


mer was a (harpned Tool of State ; 
Was 


erſecution. "Ubder Henyy 
the VII when a Civil Inquiſition was 


1 — 


30 A Sermon before the Societies; 
was an Engine of Malice and Miſ- 
chief to his Neighbour. The Emp- 
ſons and the Dudleys of that time, did 
deſerve tb be at laſt a Sacrifice to ap- 
peaſe the Indignation of an oppreſſed 
People. And in any other Reigns, 
| the fitele Finders of a Court, that are 
to employ their Sagacity in Starting 
Game, or putting up a Prey, or {uch 
like Solliciting for filthy lucre ſake ; 
they ate mean and mercenary Wret- 
ches, hired with the Wages of unrigb- 
 Feouſneſs, to vex and ruine them that 
% 
Again, Suppoſe in the Reign of 
Queen Mary, Informing againſt the 
r Proteſtants that were praying 

in their Cloſet and reading their Bi- 
bles in a corner, to help hale them 
into Priſons, and thruſt them 
into Flames: Thoſe Informer: were 
the curſed Inſtruments of Cruelty 
and Wrath; were the Fiends incar- 
nate ; were the Arcuſers and the De- 
firozers of their Brethren. And in 
any other Age, when * 
A <3 for 


aka 


TY 


: 1 
A 


| for Reformation of MANNERS. 
forRelig ion has been made a Pulitic 


trial, to divide and to weaken the m- 
tereſt of the Reformation: There” 


boiforrwers: 1 doubt were duſi e Crea- 


| tutes, and had nothing. to excuſe 


them, but the hopes of what was ne- 


ver meant above, the W Unifor- 


ers, Drunkards; Lew and Diſſolute 
Sinnets not to ruine them, but to 


tity: and- Peace. | 
But ala | Informing 504 Sets 


reclaim them, and to let their Pexalty 
be a leſs charge, than their continued 


Vice would-be: Here can be no fuſ- 


picion of indirect Dealing; no Ends 
to ſerve, but thoſe. of the glory: ol 


God, and tlie Safety of Mankind. 


Let me recommend to you the 


words of our excellent Primate, the 


Lord Arch-Biſhop of this Province, 


in his Circular Letter, Dated: Aprili 4. 


1699. ſays hne, Every, Pious Ner- 


2 Rok the Laity, ſhould if need : 
aj ns in mind, that he oughe 
EE E 


| * 
9 think 


3 
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: e think himſelf obliged to uſe his 
e beſt endeavours, to have ſuch Of- 
** fenders puniſhe by the Civil Magi- 
“ ftrates, : as can be no otherwiſe. 
FT: amended ; and: that when he 

e hears his Neighbour Swear, or 

_ © Blaſpheme the Nameof God, or 

„ ſee him offend in Drunkennels, or: 

3 „ Prophanation of the Lord's Day, 

l be ought to give the Magiſtrate 

% notice of it. In ſuch a caſe to be 


| 
| „ FE caltd an Informer, will be ſo far 


from making any Man odious in 
1 the judgment of | ſober Perſons, 
| * that it will tend to his Honour, 
| when he makes it appear by his 
d unblamable Behaviour, and the 
= care that he takes of ' himſelf and 
%“ his Family, that he doth it 
purely for the Glory of God. 

9 and the Good of 25 Brethren. 


Thus writes j thas mo Rovervhd 

| and worthy Prelate, enough to ex- 
cuſe, to juftify, to celebrate, nay as 
e were to „ the Name of an 
| RG: | * 
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Informer, that is an Agent for God 
and for ann n 10 


| » 7 le mention bt one more 0b WY 
on againſt this work of the din: for 
ſo J juſtly. call the Reformation of 


| Manners. | 


| That laſt 0¹ Ton is, tht hs 4 
[ 7 however — has been InefſeFual,” x 
No ſucceſs or viſible conſequence in it: 

And to what purpoſe a Noiſe and 

a Stir, when tis EO all in 

vain 2 wo $4047 to pe] 


Suppaſiny ng wh: Objection rann 
true; Suppoſing the Endeavours 
fruitleſs, and the great Attempts to 
fail ; yet being aſſurd of a worthy 
End and lawful Means, this ſhould 
excite your Induſtry, and invigorate 
your Zeal, that ye may at laſt accom- 

pliſh what is very difficult in the Pro- 
Neution, and will be the more re glori- : 
<QUS in the Ne: of it. 2 , | 
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All aer l pore the 
flower ſteps of Progreſs: Little af- 
Kits admit of expedition ; but At- 
chievements and the — Acts 
of Honour, their meaſures muſt be 
ſoſtly and ſedate : ; they will be the 

fruit of Time, they muſt bud and 
open and knit and encreaſe and ri- 
pen, and all by 25 in God's ap: 


pointed Seaſon. 


ball the Husbandman think his 
Labour vain, becauſe when he com- 
mits his Seed unto the Ground, it 
lies Buried, and after n Days 
and Ni; ghts it does not as yet ap- 
pear? Shall he not with Patience 
think, bow that which he ſoweth is 
not gie ed except it die? Shall he 
not with eaſie . wait, till 
the tender blade ariſeth, and by in- 
ſenſible growth comes at laſt to ma- 
turity, hl to the joys of Harveſt £ 
is every great and honourable | 


pnderraking v It cometh not forth of 


the 


for Reforneation of MANNER 
the Duſt, nor can it ſuddenly Jp 
out of the Ground: There muſt be 
time to ſow, and a time to reap; wait 
the Lord's Leiſure, and give him 

_  taave.to bring it to pal. © 


— 


The Reformation of Manners is no 
ſuch flight and eaſie Work: The Mo- 
del of it muſt be well Projected; 
the Foundations muſt be ſurely laid; 
the Superſtructure muſt be regularly 
rais d; the conſummation of rhe 
whole muſt be long and long defer- 
red. So my Brethren doesthe nature of 
your work require: It cannot be the 
Building of a Day or a Year, nor 
perhaps of one Age: You are he- 
giuning what Poſterity mult find; 
you ate laying ont for a Happinels 
that the next Generation ſhall exjoy. 
And therefore my Brethren be not 
weary in well doing; you or yours A 
ſhall reap, if ye faint not. If you do - "ol 


not preſently poſſeſs the purchaſe f | 
your Labours; yet the * 
+ EI : | : , : F RI ; | 2 | f at | 
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all be to your Children, or to your 
Fer Children. 0 


But yet 3 the Adverſaries 
of God and Goodneſs cannot juſtly 
. upbraid you, that you have made ſo 
little progreſs in this Honourable | 
Work; when. your, want of greater 
ſucceſs has been owing . to their Ob- 
ſtruction . and Oppoſition 5 when 
they have put flumbling. el and 
even ſzares in your way ; when ye 
have been revil'd by many of the 
Mullitude, and diſcountenancd by 
ſome few of the Magiſtrates. when 

ye haveendur'd all — kinds of: the 
rad. Tier of Sinners; Frowns 


and Deriſions, Threats and Reproa- 


ches, Lies and Libels, the Scoff of 
ares Drivers, and the like Wit of 


Fools, making a mock at Sin; when 
ye have met with delays, and even 
denials of Juſtice; when your plain 
Informations bave been turn d into 
vexatious Suits, and frivilous Aftions 
| have been * againſt the doing 

5 * 
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of your Duty; when the Malice of - . 


the Devil; and the Madneſs of bis 
People have done all that is poſſible 
to blaſt your Endeavours, and to 


| hinder Reformation - "No wonder 


that your Proceedings in it have 


deen with PER "= flowneſs.”- 5 1 | 
But indeed the altes is, that Gol ; 


ſhould bleſs ſo ſmall a beginning with 


ſo great an Scree — Pi olperity and - 


happy es Fern * 


4 my 4 
. A. 7 


Let it raiſe the envy of the waned ; 


7 * ſay, that the Fame of our 
Engliſd Societies, to ſuppreſs Vice and 
Profaneneſs, has ſpread into 95 
Lands! :Thre ſeveral accounts F on 

Societies have been Tranſlated ite 
many Languages: The good r 
ple has been follow'd, not only in 


his Majeſties own Kingdoms and Do- 


minions, but in ſome Foreign parts, 


from hence Letters have been often 


ent hither from Men of the higheſt 
n to extol this — Spi- 
rit 


_— 
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| 3 Nai Nation; and to pray, for 


5 tu Almighty «Bleſſing on it. 


| 3 end Dr. Jae 


5 Ibe Pious and Learned Or. Franck, 
Dan Profeſios in the City of Hall 
| Io eh, by: Letter dated Jan. 21. 
1700. Writes thus to his Friend in 
England. The eminent ſucceſs of 
12 1 bath been made 
< knownin Germany, —_ the Rever- 
Chaplain. to 
4 the newly Crown d King of Fruſc 
© 6a, who hath Franſhated the ac- 
“ count of the Societies, out of the 
'M © Eagle into the German Language 
Nor have this Gentleman's: La- 
* bours in it provd nge fur 5 
* 4 bor beſides the good it hath done 
* to the Souls of many: particular 
| « * Perſons, who have been awaken d 
thereby to a greater concern for 
e their Spiritual Edification, it hath 
4 had a particular good effect at 
* © Dorenberg Can . City) 
© where it has encouraged a Society 
" owing of a great number of Ci- 
tizens, + 


began to meet upon a Religious ac 


count for Truth and Righteonſneſs, 


as a very worthy Miniſter of that 
place has inform'd me at their de- 
ſire. A Letter from Switzerland, + 
in October laſt, reported, That an 
** Account of our Societies was Tran- 
e {lated into the High-Datch Lan- 

* guage, and that great Progreſs was 


2 daily making there in the like 
© honourable Undertakings. =——— 


Another Letter from Schafhauſen, 
Dated, January, 12. 1c, ſays, 
« That they rejoyced to hear of our 
“ Zealin England, from an account 


% of our 8 which was there 


* Tranſlated; and that they begun 
** to have Examples of the like ſort 


of Societies to promote Religion 


and the good Lives of Men. 


We were lately aſſur d from Flan- 


ders, that they had very much 
* ſuppreſt the diſorderly Houſes in 
Br "uſfels : | And the lateſt Travelle:s 
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tizens; who had ſome time before | 


| | 40 A Sermon before the Societies. 
[dds ſpeak of it as an Act of Piety 
=: and Juſtice, that they have whol- 
= ly put down the Muſich Houſes, 
© © ©. (which were generally places of 
bo ill report) at Amſterdam. — A 
= Letter from' an excellent Gentleman 
13 at St. Galle Dated, November 26th. 


1701. has a very large account, how 
much the Honour of our Ezgiiſh 
1 Church and Nation has lately ad- 
1 vanc'd through all the Proteſtant 
* Cantons; and among other Obſer- 
. vations Writes thus — * The wor- 
5 ee thy Mr. Zeller Preach'd ſome 
Months ſince, before two Synods, 
each conſiſting of about 250 Di- 
vines, where in both his Sermons 
* he highly commended the Socie- 
| 5 oh | * ties in England, for the ad vance- 
1 ment of Religion, Piety, and Ver- 
| tue; ſaying, that thoſe glorious 
Examples were truly worthy to be 
_*. imitated by all good Chriſtians, 
and hoped they would endeavour 
* toeſtabliſh the like in theſe parts 
. Says 
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ſays the ſame Gentleman, I viſi- 
** ted the Sick but truly Pious Dr. 
Crammer, and gave him a parti- 
cular. account of the Emgliſh So- 
* cieties, and their moſt Chriſtian 
* Enterpriſes : At this he confeſt 
to receive the greateſt Joy and 
£ Conſolation, hoping thereby that 
< true Piety and Holineſs. may be 
brought on the throne, and moſt 
e heartily wiſh'd that be might live 
to be an Inſtrument in advancing 
ſo great a Work; and ſaid, if it 
** pleaſed God to reſtore his Health, 
and grant him Liſe to return to 
bis Univerſity in Germany, he 
“ would earneſtly Labour to pro- 
** mote Virtue, and puniſh Vice, 
and reform many Irregularities 
** in the Publick Schools of that 
Country. — The ſame Letter of 
this worthy Perſon, tells us, that on 
this occaſion the private Correſpon- 
dence, and the - publick Writings 
of our Engliſh Divines, are ex- 
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; 42 'A 1 before the 8 
22 | de. eb tremely valued in thoſe 
Hodwar Parts, as eſpecially of the 
Author of the Account * Kekigon? 


_: -: Societies. 

| nn Let us thank God that theſe en- 
14 Aeavours toward Righteouſneſs, have 
| ſo exalted our Nation abroad: And 
TJ let us pray that God would more and 
18 : more bleſs thoſe endeavours here at 
| 4 Home. 


2 ” 1 God ber bleſt e. ent, 1 moving "Wa 
| | © Hearts of our Governours to preſs 
and to promote the Execution of 
our wholſome Laws, againſt all Im- 
morality and Irretigion ; by Coun- 
ſelling the great Council of this 
Nation, to make new Ats and Pro- 
viſtons for the more effectual ſup- 

preſſing ſeveral kinds of Profaneneſs; 
by influencing the Honourable Houſe 

of Commons, to offer their repeated 5 
Addreſſes to the King, for the vigo- 
rous Execution of ſuch Laws; bj 

Avening | his Wan to iſſue out his 
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Gracious and Pious Proclamations 
to that good effect; by diſpoſing our 
Juries to many ſuitable Preſentments; 
and by inciting our Juſtices and Gen- 
try to many excellent Orders of Seſſi- 
ons, to give Life and new Spirit to 
' thoſe Laws. And what in this place 
is fit to be obſerv'd, God has given 
his Bleſſing to the Reformation of 
this City, by inſpiring the chief 
Magiſtrates of it, to affix their ſo- 
lemn Printed Orders to the ſame Pi- 
cus Purpoſe; and the Right Ho- 
nourable Perſon, who now worthily 
fills this great ſtation, has lately pub- 
liſh'd' a ſtrict Nan of he . 
| Nature. 


Nor has God ſuffered the. «Op 
of this Church to be wanting in 
their hearty concern for ſuppreſſing 
Profaneneſs and Immorality. A Czr- 
cular Letter on that Pious Subject, 
has been ſent from the Metropolitan 
of this Province to his S»ffragaz 
Bre- 
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44 ASermon before the Societies. 
Brethren, who. have communicated 
and enforced the Contents of it, 
through every Dioceſs. Many of 
thoſe excellent Prelates have urg d this 
neceſſary Duty in Pious Sermons up- 
on this occaſion. The laſt Conva- 
cation were thinking of ſome Me- 
thods to help reform the corruption 
of Manners in this Age; and in that 
Eccleſiaſtical Aſſembly, which is 
within a Day to open, the Arch-Bi- 
ſhop theBiſnhops and the Clergy, will 
no doubt heartily concur in all Rega- 
lar Methods, to cenſure and reſtrain 
Wickedneſs and Profaneneſs in all 
Orders and Degrees of Men. In the 
mean time the Parochial Miniſters 
are Inſtramental in the ſame good 
ends, by Reading or cauſing to be 
Read in their reſpective Churches, the 
AF againſt Profane Curſeng and Swear- 
ing, and. the Proclamation for pre- 

venting and puniſhing Immorality and 
Profaneneſs. And for the more eaſy In- 

formation of the Country Clergy, 
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in this part of their Duty, the molt ; 


Reverend A. B. of Cart. has caus'd to 
be publiſh'd at one view, a Collecti- 
on of Articles, Canons, Iajundbi- 
ons, Directions, Circular Letters, 

Ad, againſt Immorality and Pro- 
faneneſs or Extra#s of them, with 
the Royal Proclamation, ' to the 
ſame good effects, in a {mall Vo- 
lame; 99S; + 7 


Let me add, Where any of the 
Clergy are in Commiſſion for the Peace 
(as this Reign above others has 
done honour to the Clergy) there we 
hope they employ that Office and 
Authority in the ſpecial ways of pre- 
venting and puniſhing Impious and 
Immoral Livers. I can ſcarce for- 
bear to wiſh, that every Pariſo-Prieft 
might by Law be made a Magiſtrate 
in things pertaining unto God, 1. e. 
in being made capable to inflict all 
the legal Penalties, for Curling and 
Swearing, and Profanation of the 
Lord's 
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46 4 Been befire the Genu, 
Zord's Day, and other open OY | 


- ous breach of Conſcience and good 


Manners 3 this might be ſo contriv'd, 
as not to interfere with theCzo/ Pow- 
ers ; nor at all to diminiſh from the 


| i Rights and Honours of the ſecular 


Magiſtrate z but to leave the weigh- - 
tier matters of Liberty and Property, 
to the cogniſance of the Nobility and 


Gentry Commiſhon'd thereunto 3; 
and to take off from them the in- 


terruption of convicting the leſs 
Offenders againſt God and Re- 


; 0 


But however in then preſent pri- 
vate Capacity, tis I think worthy 


the Care of all our Clergy to coun- 


tenance thoſe Perſons of their Pariſh, 
who have voluntarily engag d to car- 


ry on this work of Righteouſneſs and 
Judgment, of being our Fellom Labour- 
_ ersin Converting of Sinners, and ſav. 


ing of Souls. We, my Reverend Bre- 


| thren, ſhould to: the beſt of our 


Power 
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power direct em, aſſiſt em, encou- 


rage em, within their bounds of 
* and Charity, in that uſeful 

Work, which if carryd on with 
Calmneſs and Courage, would 
miglitiiy contribute . to ſupport 
our Church, and to exalt our Na- 
tion, | | 


z 


ie” it be ſtil asked, ibid be ths 
Inſtances or Examples of Reforma- 18 


tion . who or what Sinners have 


* been converted. from the error ä 


their ways? I muſt anſwer, that they 
are Strangers to this Deſign, who do 


not know, there be a multitude of 
ſuch Examples. There have been 


ſeveral Liſts Printed of the Names, 


or reputed Names of many Thoy- 
ſands of Lewd and Scandalous Per- 


ſons, who by the endeavours of So- 
cieties for promoting a Reformation 
of Manpers, have been legally Pro- 
ſecuted and Convicted, and Senten- 
Fee by the e as the Law di- 


rects; f 
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_ thoſe whole Names ET 
ity conceal'd $ And g 


iet that is now expiring 

. _ dibly inform'd, that above a th 7 9 27 
bare been convicte d, and duly pu- 
WE niſh'd' for Lewd: and Diforderly Per- 
ſions. Several thouſands more have 
_—_— been convicted for exerciſing Trade 
3 on theLord'sDay, for Curſi ing,Swear- 
= ing, Revelling, Tij plivg, and other 
08 Riot and Exceſs ; which by modeſt 
 -Computation, has rais'd to the Poor, 
do five Hundred Pounds. That a- 
bo / hundred Lewd and Licen- 
aw tous ouſes have been actually ſup- 


pPpreſt: That great numbers of proſti- 
listed Women, to avoid Infamy and 
_ HR. 2 Have aul orted, themſelves to 


-. arts: That a greater number 
= 7: aßen up to. an Honeſt In- 


Is, of Life, who. often 
nowleage tl the r Pu niſhment 
8 their Cor ver ion. That ſeveral 


been apprehended in the very 
E e, 
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and to appearance, At leaſt . — 1 
Reform d. By a moderate Calculaa ' 3 
a lation, no les than Thirty. Thouſand dg 
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by reclaim'd from their Vices, or at 
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heir 
reſtrain d from the publi 
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2 4 of em The Dilorderly, Hou 
that have been ſuppreſt in | l 
this City, may pe computed a0 bj ͤ 
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Fo a Sorin before the Spwiethct, 
e. Suffering and Shame, for Profa- 
nation of the Lord's Day: And in a 
Word to prevent the Raging of Sin, 
aAàd4Al and to promote the Encreaſe of Pie 
= ty and Vertue, above one hundred 
Zaeenrneſt Diſſuaſives from the Prevai- 
ling Vices of the Age, have been gi- 
ven away and diſpers d through our 
Qiaities and ec and F lets and 
_ = Armies. : | 


> it 1 am not t credited 4 in this Re- 
_ -: - port of the good effects of Reforma- 
1310; I dare appeal to the Publicx 
_ .- Houſes, tothe Markets, to the Streets 
df this City. How are thoſe Pub- 
= Hel Honſes in great meaſure reduc d 
= -fo their primitive Inſtitution, a So- 
der and Honeſt Refreſhment, at leaft 
= to better Hours, and to a ſtrict diſtin- 
=  guiſhing between ordinary and ſa- 
= cred Days? How are thoſe Markets 
FE and places of Reſort, redeemed from 
_— the horrid Noiſe of 'Oaths and Cur- 
ſes? 


Nance. 
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from the impudent Women, W 
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Al the 1b of this Ci „ — 


we praiſe God, can atteſt this Truth, 


chat of late Years Lewdneſs and Pro- 0 
 faneneſs have viſibly decreas d; 
| Swearers have been ſenſibly put tofi= 


| lence; Hoſes of entertainment have 


been much regulated; Sundays ang 


Faſt-days have deen more decenti7 


obſerved ; Stews, and the common = 


more Modeſty and? Virtue upon tt 


es of Impurity have been nota © 
bly ſuppreſt ; The licenciouſneſs -of = | 
Publick Airg has been ſome whk 
reſtrain d, and hopes ariſe of bringg- 


Stage,and(expoſe Viceſthat ey all 


No other wa 
In aWord, Religion has begun to look 
better, ſince the Laws better exe- _ 
cuted, have N it more in counte- : 
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ſthan to make it odious. 
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1 could. mention many. 3 — 
beck, by the bleſſing of God upon 

e late worthy endeavours for the 

_— of Manners. But l con- 
clude. 
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_ 1 ye in i dbb wa yo Rig 
RE: teouſneſs, 1 the: & God 5 
zou in ĩt. Be zeclouſiy etal = 
in this g good thing: and may ye live to 
ſiee your noble Teal in ſuppreſſing 
5 Vice and Impiety to be the Intereſt 
and the Honour of this Cty, to be 
the Security and the Glory of this 
Church and Nation; and finally. to be 
the Salvation of your Bretbren : Souls; 
,of, your Own; To which happpy 
end God of his Mercy, bleſs, preſerve 
and keepyou, through the Merits, and 
by che on of Chriſt Jens, f 


17 K 5 
* 
* 
14 a 
1 # 8 
* 4 2 F 2 8 . — 
1129 ry . "= 7 þ 2 
. "_ g 9 * — . * 
f * EN ” 
* 
LI * 
4 * 


a6 4-7 


VERS . 
— 


— — OY 
7 * 


x 


* — * — - —— —— 
EGG We: . , N r 
« 2 * 88 bn, of 
c 
JJ ↄ 7 Yn es, VE * 
ry LS + D { 
* 
* ; 
* R ” * 2 4 
7 * ! * 
* ; 


f 0 Ee a 5 1 7 

* A 4 . . A - 5 ; 
ENCE ooo 
f . 
_ My — 

* 
/ 
* 
. - —— 
— 
, * n 
JJC „1„1%44„4„ „„ D | 
4 
4 ; 


- ; 8 p F - 
< * A 3 * 2 — "wh , 0 . : a 5 
pit © 4 + of* 8 2 = 2. . 8 * 0 K . a Ye i 4-8 


